The chairman of the symposium, at which five papers were presented, was A. S. Pedrick of the Southern Pacific Co. M. R. Scott of the Standard Oil Company of California was the presiding officer, and the session chairman was G. W. Vreeland, of the Columbia-Geneva Steel Co.
All the papers were written by railroad representatives who discussed the possibilities of improving testing procedures, facilities, maintenance practices, and the applicability of new technological developments to railroads.
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